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Getting Results 
on the Web
Imagine trying to find the right information quickly in a
library where billions of pages are randomly piled in a
heap, instead of being in books shelved in order.That's
what Web search engines do, millions of times a day. First-
generation search engines often found useful pages, but
those pages may have been too far down the list to be of
any practical use. Current search engines rank pages by
using mathematics—probability, graph theory, and linear
algebra—so that sites most relevant to a query are listed
at the top, where the user can most easily see them.

The Mathematical Moments program promotes 
appreciation and understanding of the role mathematics 
plays in science, nature, technology, and human culture.


